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             ‘Developing a love of learning and life in a caring and Christian community’  
  

Collective worship plays a central role at Stock Church of England Primary School; it models the 
school's Christian ethos and values, and proclaims its church school identity by:  - having a place in 
the Schools mission statement.  
  

- being well organised, planned, delivered and resourced.   

- being special and different from ordinary classroom activities, offering a sense of occasion.  

- being both inclusive and unifying, recognising the personal integrity of all members of the 
school community.  

  

Aims and purpose  

The aims and purpose of collective worship at Stock C of E School are to:  

• Provide an opportunity for the children to reflect upon God and to give Him honour  

• Help children discover their place in the world.  

• Highlight and nurture the spiritual dimension through experiencing worship.  

• Provide children with a vocabulary of worship and an experience of a wide variety of worship 
forms, including symbols and imagery.  

• Provide an opportunity to celebrate major, and some minor, Christian festivals.  

• Enable children to appreciate their worth and value to God, and to the community, and to 
respect the integrity of all individuals as children of God.  

• Enable pupils to make effective use of silence in opportunities for reflection, contemplation 

and prayer.  

• Celebrate gifts, talents and achievements.  

• Establish, explore, and reinforce the common Christian values of the school community such 

as koinonia, forgiveness, endurance, thankfulness, trust, justice and compassion.  

• Foster a feeling of community and belonging in the school through a sharing of experiences 

and feelings.  

• Develop personal relationships and to encourage social development.  

• Provide an opportunity to empathise with the needs of others.  

• Provide an opportunity to develop tolerance and understanding of other faiths and beliefs, 

and to identify similarities to the Christian faith.  

• Provide an opportunity for children to become acquainted with people from the local and 
wider community, particularly the local church.  

• Encourage respect and care for God's creation by a positive attitude to both local and global 

environmental issues.  
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• Give memorable and enjoyable experiences.  

• Provide an opportunity to bring before God in prayer personal needs and those of others.  

• Share with participants some of the central teachings of the Christian faith at an appropriate 
level, and thereby give them the encouragement to explore their own beliefs and 
understanding of God within a Christian framework.  

Collective worship  

When planning collective worship, Stock C of E Primary School is aware of our Anglican Foundation 
and this contributes to the assembly provision which is appropriate to the children's age and 
experience.   
The following are used as shared Christian elements of collective worship:  

• Using the Bible, either as a source book, or as an inspiration for themes and stories   

• Observing the cycle of the Church's Year - Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter,   

      Pentecost, Saints Days   
• Learning and saying traditional prayers from a number of sources, in particular the Lord's 

Prayer and the Grace   

• Singing a wide variety of hymns, from traditional to modern   

• Using Christian symbols in worship and reflecting on their meaning e.g. cross, crucifix, bread 

and wine   

• The use of prayer, silence and reflection   

• Using Psalms with simple responses   

• Using Anglican sentences and responses e.g.   

o The Lord is here / His Spirit is with us  

o Peace be with you/ and also with you   

o Go in peace to love and serve the Lord / In the name of Christ, Amen   

• Eucharist   

• Encouraging links with the worship of the local parish church. 

 

We understand worship to be a special act or occasion whose purpose is to show reverence to God. 
Collective worship involves all members of the school coming together during the week and 
participating in a collective worship. We expect all those attending to take an active part in the 
worship.  
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Organisation of Collective Worship 

We follow the seasons of the Church year and within this significant festivals and other special days 

are observed. These always include Harvest, Christmas, Ash Wednesday, Easter and Pentecost and 

other days such as Candlemas are celebrated occasionally.  The school’s collective worship is based 

on a two year rolling programme 

YEAR A (EVEN) 

Term Theme 

Autumn 1st half term  New beginnings, Harvest 

Autumn 2nd half term All Saints, Remembrance Day, Gospel 
Values,  Advent and Christmas 

Spring 1st half term Life of Jesus, Jesus the teacher, preacher 
and healer.   

Spring 2nd half term Shrove Tuesday, Ash Wednesday, Lent, 
Holy Week. Easter, Passion Play 

Summer 1st half term Pentecost, Old Testament 

Summer 2nd half term Other Gospel Values 
 

YEAR B (ODD) 

Term Theme 

Autumn 1st half term  School Gospel Values, Harvest 

Autumn 2nd half term All Saints, Remembrance Day, Advent and 
Christmas. 

Spring 1st half term New Testament, The Lord’s Prayer 

Spring 2nd half term Lent,  Holy Week, Easter 

Summer 1st half term Pentecost,  Gospel Values 

Summer 2nd half term Celebrating the lives of famous people  who 
helped others 

 

We hold a daily act of collective worship in our school. The timetable is as follows: 

Day  Staff member leading  Time  Theme Whole school 
including staff  

Mon  Head teacher  9.15 – 9.30  Singing 
See rolling programme  

 

Tues  Head teacher 
Pupil led Gospel Values 
Spiritual Club  

10.30 – 10.45  See rolling programme   Yes 

Weds  Class teachers  10.30 – 10.45 Gospel Values and Bible 
Stories 

  

Thurs Deputy head teacher  10.30 – 10.45 Other faiths, festivals and 
links to Christianity  

  

Fri Head teacher  2.30 – 3.00  Celebration  Assembly Yes  
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Our acts of worship reflect the achievements and learning of the pupils; we encourage pupils to 

participate in acts of worship and assemblies by showing their work to each other and raising issues 

that they have discussed in their classes. Acts of worship offer an opportunity to acknowledge and 

reward pupils for their achievements both in and out of school; they play an important part in 

promoting the ethos of the school, which is that all pupils are valued and all achievements are 

recognised.   

The school welcomes incumbents of all local churches who lead collective worship, particularly Rev 
Dr Stephen Need, in addition to other visitors such as Billericay Schools Ministry and Diocesan 

advisors.    

Legal Status of Collective Worship  
The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at a maintained school shall on 
each day take part in an act of Collective Worship’. The school complies with the legal requirements, 
as a church school the worship is wholly of a Christian nature.   
 
Equal Opportunities  
In sharing, through collective worship, what is meaningful and significant in our lives, we affirm the 
equality of each individual, regardless of gender, religious belief, ethnicity or disability.   
 
Rights of Withdrawal  
At Stock School we seek to be an inclusive community however we respect the right of parents to 
withdraw their children from collective worship. The school expects that withdrawal will only be 
made following parental discussion with the head teacher followed by written confirmation of 
withdrawal.  
 

The school has a system of suitable supervision for students withdrawn from acts of collective 

worship. However, no additional work is set or followed in this time.  

All teachers, including the head teacher, have the right of withdrawal from the act of collective 

worship, but the head teacher, should he or she wish exercise this right, maintains statutory 
accountability for acts of collective worship in  Stock School.   

The Headteacher keeps a record of all pupils who withdraw from collective worship.  

Roles and responsibilities  
The collective worship coordinator is the headteacher, Alina Clay, working in collaboration with the 
Deputy Head teacher, Steve Whyman, and the RE subject leader, Alison Price. They are involved in 
the planning and delivery of collective worship, including budget and training. The Head teacher 
keeps the planning and records of collective worship. There is a programme of feedback from pupils 
using pupil perceptions once a term to assess the school’s acts of worship; this feedback is added to 
the records file kept by the Head teacher.   
 
The governing body have a responsibility to monitor the policy and practice of collective worship; this 

is carried out on behalf of governors by a group of governors who visit the school regularly to 

observe collective worship.     

We welcome all governors’ to our assemblies at any time.  


